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Agricultural and environmental
science progress in Poland…

Crop production, soil
science and fertilisation

The Institute of Soil Science 
and Plant Cultivation, State
Research Institute in Pulawy

(IUNG-PIB) is the largest and the
oldest R&D centre in Poland,
conducting agricultural studies under
the supervision of the Ministry of
Agriculture and Rural Development.
The broad range of activities of
IUNG-PIB comprises crop production,
soil science and fertilisation, as well
as recognition and protection of
agricultural areas against various
forms of degradation. 

IUNG-PIB is now the coordinator of
the PROFICIENCY project (FP7-REGPOT-
2009-1-245751). PROFICIENCY is
expected to foster the integration of
IUNG-PIB within the European
Research Area (ERA) by increasing its
leadership among European research
institutions, by providing and inter-
preting high-level databases and by
influencing local and EU policies on
soil quality and the quality and safety
of plant products in an era of climate
change. In order to ensure that these
objectives are met, IUNG-PIB will be
working very closely with many
European research institutions,
through two-way mobility training
programmes, by exchanging scientists
and by holding high-quality dissemi-
nation events such as workshop and
conferences.

The scientific scope of the
PROFICIENCY project is focused 
on four research areas:
■ Land use;

■ Soil quality;

■ Production systems and
techniques;

■ The quality and safety of plant
products. 

The main objectives of PROFICIENCY
are to:
■ Update and improve the research

equipment and organisation in the
IUNG-PIB;

■ Scientifically enhanced knowledge
on soil, food and feed safety and
quality in the face of climate change;

■ Become an institute of importance
for Polish end-users and to be
fully integrated with the ERA.

More specifically, PROFICIENCY aims
to achieve the following scientific and
technical objectives:
■ To improve Poland’s competence

in the production of food and
feedstuff of high quality and safety;

■ To improve risk assessment
methodologies on soil and food
safety issues, and provide public
authorities with timely, objective
and unbiased information;

■ To successfully implement an
entirely new approach to
conducting interdisciplinary

research through fostering a close
and constant working relationship
between the institute’s
departments; one that focuses on
specified priority research areas;

■ To develop national and interna-
tional cooperation with high-
quality research institutions;

■ To run courses, training days,
seminars and events for agricul-
tural producers, governmental
officials, researchers and
politicians that will enable IUNG-
PIB to become a reputable centre
for professional traineeships and
lifelong learning;

■ To increase IUNG-PIB’s participation
in EU collaborative research projects.
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